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" The Editor of the Chronicle will shortly take the liberty of presenting to 
the public, a fair, honourable, and imposing view of the high and command- 
ins consequence this paper holds as to its extent op both city and coun- 
try circulation. In this respect, it would seem, the public is not apprised 
of its importance and standing. False reports have been put afloat to 
suit sinister and interested feelings j but truth will take a resplendent 
ground, in opposition to falsehood and dishonour !" 

Baltimore Morning Chronicle. 

Similar reports, with precisely the same intentions, have been put into cir- 
culation in regard to the Medical Recorder ; therefore the proprietor of that; 
work thinks he cannot adopt a more appropriate motto. 

THE 

MEDICAL RECORDER, 

CONDUCTED bv 

SAMUEL COLHOUN, M D. 

Member of the American Philosophical Society, &c. &c. 

Assisted by an Association of Physicians, in Philadelphia, New-York, Baltimore, 

and Norfolk, 

The Proprietor of the above Journal thinks it may not be uninteresting to 
the medical profession, particularly to those who are unacquainted with the 
work, to give something of its history. 

It was commenced in 1818, upon an independent principle, having solely in 
view the promotion of Medical Science, at the same time giving all possible 
useful and valuable information to the practitioner of medicine, disregarding 
the dogmas of any school, or any particular set of men whatever. To main- 
tain so desirable an object, the proprietor has had great and powerful obstacles 
and much opposition to contend against, which need not be mentioned here. 
Suffice it to say, that various means have been used to make the Journal sub- 
servient to the particular views and interests of several sets of men ; but as 
soon as it was discovered, means were promptly taken to prevent the inde- 
pendence of the Journal being impaired, by making a change in the editorial 
department -. that the course pursued has been an advantage to the work, is 
evinced by the rapid increase of subscribers ; upwards of three hundred and 
fifty having been received since the last change was made : — the number of 
subscribers, at the present time, is perhaps double the number any similar 
work ever obtained in the United States. 

The Proprietor pledges himself that the usual independence of the Journal 
shall be maintained, and it gives him pleasure to say, that new and more am- 
pie arrangements have been made to render the work still more valuable and 
interesting to the Practitioner. Besides a direct correspondence with some 
of the most eminent Medical men in Europe, by which every thing new in 
Medicine and Surgery is obtained as early as possible after it is promulgated 
there, the Medical Recorder contains impartial reviews of the principal Me- 
dical Journals published in the United States, thus embracing the most im- 
portant matter they contain ; the nature of which will be better understood, 
by giving the Editor's note on commencing the reviews. 

" In conformity with our original design, of presenting to the public a view 
of the Medical and Surgical Intelligence of Europe and America, we shall 
devote hereafter some pages of our Journal to a Review of the periodical 
works of this country ; restricting ourselves, however, to such information as 
is entirely practical, or so intimately related with the science as to have an 
important influence upon its most necessary duties : we shall exhibit the pro- 
gress of improvement in every quarter, and, we hope, render the Journal a 
still more valuable depository of useful knowledge." 

With a view of giving a more general idea of the work, the table of contents 
of the four last numbers are given, also several notices of the work taken from 
respectable Journals, speaking of its merits. 

The work is printed on fine paper, each number containing from 200 to 250 
closely printed pages, and got up in a superior manner. Terms five dollars 
per annum, payable within the year of subscribing. No subscriptions discon- 
tinued until all arrearages are paid. 



CONTENTS OP NO. 26, FOR APRIL, 1824. 

An Abstract and Analysis of those Causes which favour and impede the 
Progress of Medicine. By the Editor. An Essay on Strictures in the Urethra, 
By H. p. Jameson, M.D. An Essay on the Autumnal Fever of Brunswick, 
Va. By Thomas B. Merrit, M.D- An Essay on the Pathological Characters 
and Sanabijity of Consumption. Operation Performed and Recommended for 
the Cure of Imperforate Anus : two cases detailed, illustrative of the Method 
and Success of it. B)' John Rhea Barton, M.D., Surgeon of the Pennsylvania 
Hospital, and of the Philadelphia Aims-House Infirmary. Case of Adhesion 
of the Sides of the Uterus. By Joseph Wheelright, M.D. of Va. Case of Em- 
pyema successfully treated. By Dr. Craven, of Va. 

REVIEWS. 

A Practical Essay on Typhus Fever. By N. Smith, M.D. Professor of the 
Theory and Practice of Physic and Surgery in Yale College. The New -York 
Medical Repository of Original Essays and Intelligence relative to Physic and 
Surgery, &c. New Series, Vol. VIII, No. 1, for August, 1823. The New-York 
Medical Repository, for Nov. 1823. The New-England Journal of Medicine 
and Surgery, for January, 1824. The New-York Medical and Physical Jour- 
nal. The New-York Medical and Physical Journal, for February and March, 
1824. The Philadelphia Journal of the Medical and Physical Sciences. 

ANALECTA. 

Sleigh's Operation for Stone. Case of Ascites connected with Utero- 
gestation. Dr. Gregory's Remarks on Small-Pox. Effects of Stricture of the 
Urethra in a Sacculated State of the Bladder. Neuralgia treated with the 
Oil of Turpentine. Two Cases of Division of the Symphisis Pubis. Meta- 
morphosis of Vegetables into Animals. Destruction of a Portion of the Spinal 
Marrow. Bronchocele successfully treated with Iodine. Hydrophobia. Cof- 
fee in Pertussis. Employment of the Stethoscope in Fractures, &c. 

MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

Efficacy of Blisters in Episraxis. Actaea Racemosa in Consumption. Un- 
united Fracture of the Tibia Cured by Exfoliation. Case of Worms in a Boy, 
Cured by Spirits of Turpentine. Cases of Puerperal Convulsions. Entropium, 
Cured by Nitric Acid. Graduates of the University of Pennsylvania. Gradu- 
ates of Transylvania University. Graduates of the University of the State of 
New-York. Medical Society of the State of New-York. Statement of Deaths 
in the City and Liberties of Philadelphia : also of Baltimore, New- York, and 
Boston. Meteorological Observations. 

NO. 27, FOR JULY. 1824. 
The Proprietor of the Medical Recorder offered, during the last year, a pre- 
mium of one hundred dollars for the best Essay on the Epidemic Fevers which 
have afflicted our country for the last few years. Many were received from 
various parts of the United States, and the premium was awarded to the 
Essay which commences this number, to which we earnestly recommend the 
attention of the Profession. The usefulness of the design will, we think, be 
found to be fully supported by the respectability of the memoir, not only as 
it embraces many of the opinions, on this interesting subject, which have 
been accumulated in the United States and Europe, in the periodical and 
other publications, but also, as it gives the result of the experience of an 
able practitioner, whose philosophical acumen is equalled only by his judg- 
ment and his zeal. 

The Subscribers, appointed by Mr. James Webster to examine a number 
of Essays purporting to be histories of the late Epidemics, having carefully 
read the same, are unanimously of opinion that the one bearing the motto of 
" Veritas non filia est auctoritatis," is the best entitled to the proposed pre- 
mium. 

WILLIAM P. DEWEES, M.D. 
JAMES MEASE, M.I). 
ELIJAH GRIFFITHS, M.D. 
Philadelphia, April 8lh, 1824. JOSEPH HARTSHORNS, M.D. 

CONTENTS. 
An Essay on Epidemic Fevers. By John E. Cooke, M.D. of Frederick 
county, Va. An Essay on Fractures of the Lower Limbs. By J. Amesbury, 
Ei^ London, Case of Tumour in the Scrotum. By Isaac Hiester, M.D. Read- 



fug, Pa. Case of Extra-uterine Gestation. By John J. Moorman, M.D. of 
Pattonsburg, Va. Case of Enlarged Tongue, cured by a Surgical operation. 
By Dr. H. S. Newman, Warren comity, Pa. An account of a case of Scir- 
rhous Uterus, in which the Cervix Uteri was removed by an operation. By H. 
G. Jameson, M.D. Surgeon to the Baltimore Hospital. 

REVIEWS. 
Dublin Hospital Reports and Communications, &c. Vol. HI. A case of tm> 
usually large Aneurism of the right Axillary Artery, in which the Subclavian 
Artery was tied. By Charles H. Todd, Esq. Surgeon to the Richmond Hos- 
pital, Dublin. Transactions of the Surgeon Apothecaries, Vol. I. Annual 
Reports of the Directors of the Glasgow Asylum for Lunatics, for the years 
1814, 1815, 1816, 1817, 1818, 1819, 1820, 1821, and 1822. The New-England 
Journal of Medicine and Surgery for April, 1824. The Philadelphia Journal 
of the Medical and Physical Sciences, for May, 1824. Observations on the 
Pathology and Treatment of Scrofulous Diseases, with a view to their Pre- 
vention. By W. P. Alison, M.D. F.R.S.E., &c. 

ANALECTA. 

On the Medicinal Properties of Colchicum. Appearances after Death in a 
case of Hooping-cough. On the Use of the Colchicum in Tape Worm. Gene- 
ration of Muriatic Acid in the Stomach, during the process of Digestion. On 
the local application of Belladonna in Puerperal Convulsions. On the specific 
action of certain substances on particular portions of the Encephalon. Tinc- 
ture of Nicotiana in Ischuria. A mode of preventing the corrosion of copper 
sheathing, in ships of war, and other ships. Dupuytren's case of wry Neck. 
Houlton on the treatment of Intermittents. Ward's cases of Aneurism of the 
Aorta. Further account of the extraction of calculi from the bladder, with- 
out the use of any cutting instrument. By Sir A. Cooper. On the treatment 
of Infectious or Typhoid Fever. Carbuncle. Diabetes. Injection of Opium 
into the veins. Bodies in a state of putrefaction. Opium in acute Mania. 
Prussic Acid. Blood-letting in Hydrothorax. (Esophagotomy. Extravasa- 
tion within the Cranium. Varicose Veins. Tracheotomy. Vesico-Vagina! 
Fistula. Pneumo-Thorax. Communication from Dr. G. Van Dem Busch. 
Comparative Nutritive properties of food. Analysis of some experiments 
performed by a committee of the college of Physicians and Surgeons of New- 
York. Influence of the Eighth pair of Nerves on Digestion. Elementary 
Structure of the chief animal tissues. Facts in favour of the Contagious na- 
ture of Croup. Proposal to substitute the Cyanuret of Potassium for the Hy- 
drocyanic acid in Medicine. On the employment of Strychnia and Brucia in 
Palsy. Case of Oblongation of the Uvula. Case of Hypertrophy of the Heart. 
Syphilitic Ulcers. Dr. Gairdner on the effects of Iodine. Observations on 
the use of Iodine. Case of Goitre treated with Iodine. Effects of Iodine in 
Scrofula. New Alkali in jalap. Carbonate of Iron in Neuralgia. On Tuber- 
cles. Emetine of the Violet. Formula for a preparation of Magnesia. Case 
of Quartan Intermittent. Cases of Epilepsy. Cases in which the Balsam of 
Peru was successfully employed. 

MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

University of Pennsylvania, and Pennsylvania Hospital. Medical Society of 
Virginia. Calysaya Bark. Dr. Sutton on Hydrocele. Cholera Morbus of St. 
Petersburg. Abuses in the profession of Medicine. Caution against using 
Cheese covered with Leads. Adulteration of the Sulphate of Quinine. A Pro- 
fessor guilty of plagiarism. Academy of Natural Sciences. University of 
Maryland. Philadelphia Medical Society. William's College, Massachusetts. 

CONTENTS OF NO. 28, FOR OCTOBER, 1824. 

An Essay on the Epidemic Fever of Monroe county, Mississippi, in the 
summer and autumn of 1822. By Samuel A. Cartwright, M. D. Cases of 
Consumption. By J. E. Cooke, M. D. of Winchester, Virginia. A Case of 
Tumour on the Jaw, and destruction of the functions of the Parotid by pres- 
sure. By Thomas Hunt, M. D. of Natchez, Mississippi. Case of Ovarian 
Dropsy. By Thomas D. Mitchell, M. D. of Frankford, Pennsylvania. An 
Essay "on Stricture of the Urethra. By Horatio G. Jameson, M. D. of Balti- 
more. Case of an extensive wound of the Neck. By John Walker, M. D. 
of Madison, Georgia. 

REVIEWS. 

Transactions of the Association of Fellows and Licentiates of the King and 
Queen's College of Physicians in Ireland. A Case in which Pregnancy occur- 



red during the existence of a Tumour in the Uterus, and which was removed 
after abortion had taken place. By John Beatty, M. D. Sir Thomas Moriar- 
ty on Phthisis, from Hepatic Derangement. Dr. Beatty on a species ot Pre- 
mature Labour. Dr. Beatty's case of Affection of the Head, threatening Hy- 
drocephalus. Cases of Hxmatemesis, cured by Emetics of Ipecacuan. By 
Edward Sheridan, M. D. On Tinea. By John Crampton, M. D. Case of 
Conversion of Disease. By John Crampton, M. D. Case of separation of the 
Ossa Pubis after Delivery. By A. J. Nicholson, M. D. Case of fatal result 
from Mercurial Ointment. By J. Crampton, M. D. Case of Chorea. By J. 
Crampton, M. D. Cases of disease of the Bladder, treated with Buchu leaves. 
By E. M'Dowel, M. D. A case of Suppression of Urine. By Christopher 
Teeling, M.D. Case in which a number of insects were discharged from the 
Stomach. By W. Pickells, M.D. Cases of successful removal of Tumours 
from the Neck. By R. Adams, A.B. Cases of Opacity of the Cornea, and 
Cataract. By Michael Ryan, M.D Observations on the Medical and Chemi- 
cal properties of the Sulphate of Quina. By F. Barker, M.D. Six Cases of 
Tetanus. By Richard Carmichael, Esq. Cases of Poisoning with Opium. By 
John Crampton, M.D. Case of Laryngeal Inflammation, in which Tracheoto- 
my was successfully performed. By R. Carmichael, Esq. An account of the 
Chemical properties of an Acid found in the Human Stomach. By R. J . Graves, 
M.D. On the use of Tartar Emetic Ointment in Epilepsy. By J. Creighton, 
.Tun. Esq. On the Purulent Ophthalmia of New-born Infants. By Isaac Ryall, 
Esq. On the Pathology of Epilepsy. By Robert Reid, M.D. On the ef- 
fects of the Sulphate of Quina in Typhus. By John O'Brien, M. D. On 
Diabetes. By P. Sharkey, A.M. M.D. On the use of Tobacco in Dysentery. 
By James O'Beirne, M.D. Report of the Fever lately prevalent in Galway. 
By R. J. Graves, M.D. Extract from the Report of the Cow -Pock Institution, 
for 1823. On the Anatomy of the Human Ear, with Surgical Remarks, and a 
Synoptical Table of the Diseases of the Ear: designed as a guide to Acoustic 
Surgery. By Thomas Buchanan, CM. Transactions of the Associated Apo- 
thecaries and Surgeon-Apothecaries of England and Wales. Vol. I. with 
plates. Observations on Fractures of the Patella. By R. P. Mogridge, Esq. 
Practical Observations on Fractures of the Patella and Olecranon. By Tho- 
mas Alcock, Esq. On the utility of Opium in certain Inflammatory disorders. 
By John Armstrong, M.D. Case of Blighted Ovum. By J. Hayes, Esq. 
New-York Medical Repository for February 1824. New- York Medical Repo- 
sitory for August 1824. New-York Medical and Physical Journal for April, 
May, and June, 1824. New-England Journal of Medicine and Surgery, for 
July 1824. The Philadelphia Journal of the Medical and Physical' Sciences 
for August 1824. 

ANALECTA. 
Experiments on Variolous Inoculation. Observations on Hydrocephalus 
Internus. Sauter's case of Extirpation of the Uterus. M. Graefe's case of 
Lithotomy. M. Gratfe's Case of Ligature of the Innominata. Ligature of the 
External Iliac Artery. Case of Ligature of the Carotid Artery. Cynanche 
Trachealis cured by Tracheotomy. Of the Section of the Fifth Pair of Nerves. 
Observations on Amputation. Case of Lacerated Perineum. Dr. Blacket on 
the use of Belladonna. Hydriodate of Potash. Volatility of Salts of Strych- 
nia. Crystallization of Subcarbonate of Potash. Resin of the Nux Vomica. 
Strychnine. Morphine and the Salts of Morphine. Emetine. Alkalies of Cin- 
chona. Physiological action of the Salts of Bark. Veratrine. Gentianin. 
Iodine. On the effects of Mercury. Peculiar affection of the Cranium. Cases 
of Neuralgia simulating Disease of the Brain. Lithotomy. Extirpation of the 
Parotid Gland. Tetanus Traumaticus. Intestinal Tympanites. Antimony in 
the Phlegmasia. Porrigo Galeata. Muriate of Lime. Melena. Sloughing 
of the Bladder. Self-performed Casarian Section. The Stethoscope in Deaf- 
ness. Rain. Dr. Edwards on the Influence of Physical Agents on Animal 
Bodies. 

MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

Stone in the Bladder. Charcoal given during Bilious Fever. Gamboge 
and Tartar Emetic given in Bilious Fever. Case of Worms. New Splint Box 
with a Foot-board. The Dissection. Premiums. Prize Question. Univer- 
sity of Maryland. University of Pennsylvania. University of New-York. Aca- 
demy of Medicine of Vermont. Medical Society of South Carolina. New- 
Hampshire Medical School. Infirmary at Hanover. Medical College of Ohio. 
Utica Infirmary for the Eye. Medical School in Boston. Medical Faculty of 
Berks County. Medical and Surgical Faculty of Maryland. Meteorological 
Observations. Berkshire Medical Institution. 



CONTENTS OF NO. 29, FOR JANUARY, 1825. 
An account of a case of Stricture of the (Esophagus, with a few conclud- 
ing remarks. By H. G. Jameson, M.D., Surgeon to the Baltimore Hospital 5 
with a plate. A case of Luxation of the Shoulder Joint. By Horatio G. Jame- 
son, M.D., Baltimore. A case of Wounded Stomach. By Joseph Lovell, 
Surgeon General, United States Army. Observations on Extirpation of the 
Ovaria, with cases. By John Lizars, F.R.S.E., F.R.C.S.E., and Lecturer on 
Anatomy and Physiology, Edinburgh. Observations on Mental Derangement, 
made in the Hospital Salpetriere at Paris. By H. Bardsley, M.D., one of 
the Physicians to the Manchester Infirmary, &c. late President of the Royal 
Medical Society of Edinburgh. Observations on Elephantiasis, as it appears 
in the Isle oi Fiance. By J Kinnis, M.D. Communicated by Sir J. Mac- 
grigor, Director General of the Medical Department of the Army. Cases of 
Smaii-l J ox after Vaccination, with remarks. By James Hardy, Esq., Member 
of the Royal College of Surgeons, London ; and Member of the Sheffield 
Medical and Surgical Society. Cases of Spontaneous Evolution of the Foe- 
tus. By Robert Brown, Esq., Preston; Fellow of 'the Royal College of Sur- 
geons, &c, London. Case of Puerperal Fever. By H. Sanders, Surgeon, &c. 
Case of Chorea, or Dance of St. Vitus, cured by the carbonate of iron. By C* 
F. Vandeburgh, M.D., Liverpool. 

REVIEWS. 
A Practical Treatise on Diseases of the Skin, &c, with original observa- 
tions. By Samuel Plumbe, Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, Lon- 
don ; with a plate. Corns. Warts. The Fish-skin Disease (Icthyosis). Dan- 
dnff (Pityriasis). The Leprosy (Lepra Vulgaris). The Scaly Tetter (Pso- 
riasis). On the Treatment of Lepra and Psoriasis. The Leprosy of Lom- 
bardy (Pelagra). Lichen. On the various forms of Itch. The Common Itch 
(or Scabies). The Mercurial Disease. The Running Tetter (Impetigo). 
Herpes. Tinea. Ecthyma and Rupia. Pemphygus and Pompholyx. Pete- 
chia, or Purpura. The Nettie-Rash, or Urticaria. Roseola. Erythema. 
Erysipelas. Aphthae. Phlegmon. Pimples on the Face (Acne). Sycosis. 
Commentaries on Diseases of the Stomach and Bowels of Children. By Rob- 
ley Dunglison, Ml), Lecturer on Midwifery and the Diseases of Women and 
Children, Member of the Royal Academy of Marseilles, Professor of the Insti- 
tutes and Practice of Medicine in the University of Virginia, &c. &c. &c. 
Of Intestinal Worms, with a plate. On Constipation. Acidity, Flatulency, 
and Colic. Diarrhoea. Vomiting and Cholera. Aphthae. Inflammation of 
the Stomach. Inflammation of the Intestines. Intussusception. A Practical 
Treatise on Haemorrhoids or Piles, Strictures, and other important Diseases 
of the Rectum and Anus ; being, with some additions, a Treatise to which the 
Jacksonian Prize was adjudged by the Royal College of Surgeons. By George 
Calvert, Member of the Royal College of Surgeons of London, and of the Me- 
dico-Chirurgical Society, &c. General Remarks. The Origin and General 
Character of the Disease. On the Source and Nature of the Discharge. On 
its Periodical Return. On Haemorrhoidal Tumours. Haemorrhoidal Varices. 
Inflammation, &c. of the Haemorrhoidal Tumours. On the Causes of Haemor- 
rhoids. General treatment of Haemorrhoids. On the Local Treatment of Hae- 
morrhoidal Tumours. Operations. On Strictures of the Rectum. General 
Remarks. On the different forms of Stricture, &c. Of the Symptoms. On 
the Remote and Exciting Causes. On the Mode of Examining the Rectum. 
On the Treatment of Strictures of the Rectum. 

ANALECTA. 
Contributions to the Medical Recorder. By G. Barkhausen, M.D., of Bre, 
men. German Medical Literature. Communicated to the Editor by Dr. G. 
Van Dern Busch, of Bremen. On Amputation. Letter to James Syme, Esq. 
from Mr. Robinson, Surgeon of the Convict Hospital Ship. Trial for Poison- 
ing with Corrosive Sublimate. Cancer Cured by the Antiphlogistic Plan of 
Treatment. Report of Ocular Diseases at the General Hospital, Fort Pitt. 
Casarian Operation. Extirpation of the Cervix Uteri. Effect of Castration 
on certain Animals. Cure of External Hydrocephalus by Puncture. On the 
Preservation of Subjects for the Purpose of Dissection. 

MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

Meteorological Observations, taken at the City of Charleston, (S. C.) from 
1792 to 1808 inclusive. Meteorological Observations, taken on the Delaware, 
lat. 39° 37'. Observations on the Bill Regulating the Practice of Medicine. 
Medical Society of Harrisburg. Amesbury's Apparatus for the Treatment of 



Fractures. Rejection of Graduates. Dr. Stewart's Obstetric Practice. Treat- 
ment of Colic by Tairtrite of Antimony. Dr. Civiale's new Operation for De- 
stroying Stone in the Bladder. Professor De Butt's Apparatus. 



From the Boston Medical Intelligencer. 

THE MEDICAL RECORDER. 

A desire to extend a knowledge, among our professional brethren, of the 
merits of this highly valuable publication, has induced us to bring this subject 
again before our readers. Since its first appearance, the Med. Rec. supported 
a high reputation, but when it came under the superintendance of the present 
editor, Dr. Colhoun, a spirit was infused into its pages, which has given it a 
decided superiority over. the multitude of those tame periodical works on 
medicine, which are continually teeming from the press, and which are rather 
indebted to the respectable character every thing acquires by age, than to 
the intrinsic value of their borrowed and re-borrowed articles. It has too 
long been the practice among journalists of the United States, to make up a 
quarterly pamphlet out of half a dozen others : — this is the most direct method 
of ruining a periodical publication, of which fact, our own observation, from 
several years careful attention to such undertakings, has completely convinc- 
ed us. There is learning enough, and experience enough, among American 
Physicians, to afford better specimens of medical literature in this country, 
than we have been generally treated with for many years past ; but there is a 
sad want of industry, without which we shall justly feel the reproaches of 
European writers. Dr. Colhoun has wisely broken over the old laws of due 
deference to other people's opinion, and given such brilliant examples of ori- 
ginality, that we can strongly recommend the Medical Recorder to the notice 
of the profession, as one of the best public journals of medicine in the Union. 
It is published at Philadelphia, by Mr. James Webster; but we shall be happy 
to contribute to its circulation, by furnishing it to the order of any gentleman 
in this vicinity, who will leave a line at this office, particularly specifying their 
names and places of residence. 



From the Frederich-To-wn Examiner. 

AMERICAN LITERATURE. 

This has been the theme upon which British critics and reviewers have 
exercised their talents and their pens since its first dawn in this country. In 
London and Edinburgh, more particularly, the most implacable hostility has 
been evinced, and the subject prosecuted with an ardor worthy of a better 
cause. How long those transatlantic writers will continue to make the lite- 
rary productions of America the subjects of irony, burlesque and opprobrium, 
I will not pretend to determine ; but certain it is, that the rapid progress 
which has already been made, proves incontestibly, that " a taste for litera- 
ture" and science, and a genius, talent and industry for their cultivation, are 
not foreign to our soil. Though it may be said that "literature is one of those 
finer manufactures which a new country will always find it easier to import 
than raise," (Edinburgh Review) American literary productions sufficiently 
demonstrate, that we possess not only the materials of those finer manufac- 
tures, but the art of converting them into durable stuff, of a fine texture and 
great durability. America has produced her champions in all the interme- 
diate branches of literature, from the romance to the most abstruse philoso- 
phic and scientific subjects. The lovers of romance may be gratified to learn 
that among the American writers for their entertainment, one at least may be 
found, who, in rapidity of composition surpasses, and in elegance of execution 
is but little, if any, inferior to Sir Walter Scott of novel memory. The pe- 
riodical literature and poetry of our country are sufficient to falsify the asser- 
tion 

" ■ that this is the land, 

Where genius sickens, and -where fancy dies." 

On the more important subjects of philosophy and science, America can 
?>oast of productions which would put the authors of kindred ones of Eur«' 



pean origin to the blush, if brought in competition. To enumerate the vari 
ous subjects on which Americans became successful candidates for literary 
fame, would swell the present remarks to an improper bulk ; but the cultiva 
tors of medical science, from the variety and importance of their literary pro- 
ductions, ought not to be passed in silence. Various circumstances conspire 
to render the labours more extensive, and the productions more numerous in 
this than in any other class of men. Destined to witness, and called upon to 
relieve the diseases of their fellow beings — diseases as various in their pheno- 
mena, as the different organs and textures of the human frame, duty as well 
as necessity compels them to make active exertions and indefatigable research, 
to keep the mind prepared for a conscientious discharge of the duties of the 
profession with that promptitude which is often required. As well might we 
see a saint without practical devotion, as an able, scientific and conscientious 
physician without habitual study. The same causes which induced the phi- 
lanthropic physician to consume the midnight oil in quest of knowledge, will 
prompt him to make an effort to become more extensively useful by commu- 
nicating the result of his experience and reflections to his professional breth- 
ren. The thirst for distinction or fame, common to all men in some degree, 
doubtless operates as an additional, and, with many, a more powerful motive. 
Another circumstance, which is too much neglected by the indolent part of 
the profession, is well calculated to stimulate the votaries of medical science 
in America, to exercise their talents in literary composition. A disease which 
bears the same name, frequently presents different phenomena and requires 
a modification of treatment under certain constitutional circumstances — in 
different latitudes, and in the same latitude at different seasons, and even 
during the same season, under different local circumstances. This may in 
some measure account for the discrepancy of opinions among medical phi- 
losophers. — Hence it is evident that American physicians cannot rely as se- 
curely on foreign publications, as those who devote their attention to the cul- 
tivation of the sciences which are uniform and invariable in their phenomena. 
Hence too, the encouragement that is, and ever should be extended to the 
medical periodical publications of our vastly extensive country, the variety of 
climate, soil, &c. of which are not its least interesting features when contem- 
plated by the medical philosopher. 

Without intending any disparagement to the other periodical medical jour- 
nals of our country, I will at present advert to but one. " The Medical Re- 
corder," conducted by Dr. Colhoun, and published quarterly in Philadelphia, 
is a work entitled, not only to the patronage, but to the attentive perusal of 
every physician and medical student in the United States. It is truly an in- 
dependent work. Under the thraldom of no scholastic dogma, and pledged 
to support no particular medical college to the prejudice of another, it is ex- 
empt from one of the most fatal circumstances which too often attend works 
of this description — the promulgation of error under the imposing influence 
of a lespectable university. 

In addition to the important facts, original essays, and interesting reviews, 
each number of the work is enriched by an abstract of the improvements in 
medical science, collected from the best English, French, and German pe- 
riodical journals. The best evidence of the intrinsic merits of the work is 
derived from the fact, that it is favorably spoken of by the associate of those 
men who declared that "the supreme felicity of a true born American, is inac- 
tion of body and inanity of mind." (Quarterly Review.) Some of the original 
essays have been translated into different languages and republished in foreign 
periodical journals. It may be considered a focus which collects and irradi- 
ates the most important medical information. The proprietor of the work, 
(Mr. Webster,) is entitled to the gratitude of the medical profession and the 
community, for his activity, zeal, and indefatigable exertion to render the 
work both interesting and useful. 

RUSH. 



PREMIUMS. 

The proprietor of the Medical Recorder, desirous of advancing the science 
of medicine through the means of his journal, and flattered by the reception 
of the Essay which lately obtained a premium and was published in the last 
number, proposes to offer a series of others. 

Convinced that the promotion of science will be better effected by leaving 
the choice of the subject to the candidates themselves, as it will enable every 
individual to exert his talents in a way best suited to promote the object in 



view, he requests all persons disposed to write for them, to send their com. 
munications on or before the first days of January and July, with a sealed let- 
ter inclosing the name of the candidate. They will be submitted to the exa- 
mination of not less than three respectable physicians, who will award the 
premium to those essays which will best advance the interests of the science. 
The amount of each premium will be §50, to be paid to the successful can- 
didate, in medical or other books. The plan to be continued for one year ; 
if successful, the value of the premiums will be increased. 

The communications, with a sealed note containing the author's name, must 
be addressed to the Proprietor of the Medical Recorder, (postpaid) : the un- 
successful Essays will be returned on application. 

Office of the Medical Recorder, 
Philadelphia, 1825. 

N. B. Would it not be adviseable for all those who ofTer Essays for the Pre- 
miums, to say — if not successful, the Editors of the Medical Recorder are at 
liberty to make such use of them as they may think proper ? By adopting this 
course, many important facts to the Profession might be made known, which 
otherwise would be lost. 



AGENTS 
FOR THE MEDICAL RECORDER. 

Pennsylvania. — Mary Dickson, Lancaster. 

Maryland. — Samuel & William Meeteer, (J. J. Harrod, agent,) VST, Mar- 
ket-street, Baltimore ; Thomas P. Smith, Esq. P. M. Easton, Eastern Shore; 
James Houston, Esq. P. M. Fredericktown. 

Washington City (District of Columbia). — P. Thompson. . 

Virginia. — William K. Bartow, Richmond ; J. W. Campbell, Petersburg; 
C. Hall, Norfolk j Anthony Buck, Fredericksburg ; Samuel M. Davis, Esq. 
P. M. Winchester ; L. Tremper, Esq. P. M. Staunton. 

North Carolina. — Joseph Gales, Raleigh ; John Hill, M. D. Wilmington; 
Duncan M'Rae, Esq. P. M. Fayetteville. 

South Carolina. — Messrs. Babcocks, Booksellers, Charleston ; Samuel 
Green, Esq. P. M., and Tillinghast & Arthur, Columbia. 

Georgia. — Messrs. S. & F. Grantland, Milledgeville ; Dr. Thomas J. Wray, 
Augusta ; W. T. Williams, Savannah. 

Tennessee. — Messrs. Robertson & Elliott, Nashville ; James Robb, Esq. 
P. M. Gallatin ; John Sutherland, Knoxville. 

New Orleans. — D. C. Hotchkiss, Bookseller. 

Mobile. — Dr. Robert Carr Lawe. 

St. Louis. — Robert Simpson, Esq. P. M. 

Kentucky. — Mr. James W. Palmer, Lexington ; Dr. Peter G. Fore, New- 
castle ; Butler & Wood, Frankford ; James Collins, Jr. Louisville. 

Ohio. — Dr. Rogers, Cincinnati j Drs. Hughes & Quigly, St. Clairsville ; 
William Philpot, P. M. Barnesville. 

JVew-Tork. — T. &-J. Swords, and J. V. Seaman ; Dr. Lemuel C. Paine, 
Esq. P. M. West Galway Church, Montgomery county. 

Albany.— C. R. & G. Webster. 

Boston. — West & Richardson. 

Connecticut. — Howe & Spalding, New-Haven ; G. Goodwin & Sons, 
Hartford. 



N.B. A few complete copies of the Medical Recorder, in seven volumes, 
are for sale : also, the volumes for 1822, 1823, and 1824. These three latter 
volumes are complete within themselves, and have no connexion with the pre- 
vious volumes. 



